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Message from Founder President
The foundation of MIT Group of Institutions, Pune, rests firmly on the adage of the Great Noble Son of India, Swami Vivekananda’s,
“Union of Science and Religion/Spirituality alone will bring peace to the mankind”. MAEER’s MIT Group of Institutions came into
existence in the year 1983 with first private engineering college of Maharashtra. MIT now boasts of more than 63 institutes having over
54000 students shaping their careers in different vocations.
India often referred as the ‘knowledge Corridor of the World’, and can play a major role
in the area of union of science and spirituality for world peace. When more and more
knowledgeable and motivated youth take active interest in politics, India will be in a
position to lead the world in establishing the ‘Culture of Peace’.
Establishment of MIT School of Government in 2005 was a step taken by us in the
direction of providing our country with educated leaders, throughout trained in the art
and science of governance and inspired by the right value system. MIT School of
Government is unique and significant effort that is bound to provide a new direction to
the way of governance of the various democratic institutions of the country. I urges all
educated youth of India to be a part of this program, and help to shape the future of a
strong and vibrant India.
This National Conference is also a one of the efforts to motivate and educate the youth
for better understanding of Indian polity and democracy. The sole aim of this conference
is to create an awareness in students about our electoral processes and politics. I wish all the best to all the organizing committee for
success of conference. Good wishes for all participants.

-

Prof. Dr. Vishwanath Karad, Founder President, MIT-WPU, Pune

Message from Executive President
In India, the word ‘Politics’ connotes different meaning to different people. Some feel it is the study of government of states and other
political units. For others, it is a profession devoted to governing and political affairs. Here are only few, for them Politics is a noble
profession.
Yes, this is true and we need to embrace the reality wherein all national political parties
are looking forward to active participation from young and educated intellect. Politics
involves a lot of social and developmental work.
As a democracy, the Elections are one of the most important exercise for India. The
Indian elections are unique in many ways. The Lok Sabha Elections are the testimony
of India’s democratic values, which showcased many newly emerging political trends
in Indian polity. So to understand, analyze and explore these new phenomena, we
organized this two-day national conference. I hope this conference will lead fruitful
discussions in this manner.
We create such platforms at MIT-SOG for young men and women to assimilate and
adopt the intricacies of politics and government functioning thus developing themselves
in dynamic leaders who will immensely contribute towards nation-building. We are committed to this cause. We are working hard for
the actualization of this dream. By participating in this conference, you too will be part of this and will make a significant contribution
in this important discussion. I give my best wishes to program.
– Shri Rahul V Karad, Executive President, MITWPU, Pune
Initiator, MIT-SOG

Message from Vice-Chancellor
From the humble beginning in 1983 at Pune MIT has grown from single institute to full-flagged University. The guiding philosophy
form this process is always centered on the provision of value-based education to students. Institution stands on the strong foundation
of imparting education combining creation and dissemination of knowledge, in synergy with the current
best practices. Taking this principle further, to understand world’s biggest democratic exercise; Indian
elections are crucial element to understand our nation. So for deeper understanding this democratic
exercise, we organized this two-day conference for discussing all aspects of Indian elections. This
conference is one of the many attempts of institution to nurturing individual actualization and pursuit of
excellence. As Ralph Marston said, “Excellence is not skill. It’s an attitude. To enable our march towards
excellence your support and cooperation are needed to do more”. I feel honored to welcome you all.
- Dr. Prof. S. Parasuraman, Vice-Chancellor, MIT WPU, Pune

Message from Pro Vice-Chancellor
“Welcome to MIT-WPU and MIT-School of Government. This is the platform where political training begins.
In MIT-SOG, the curriculum encompasses classroom teaching and experimental learning. While making
learning our focus, we also work on ways to enhancing exercise and make learning process more enjoyable.
This conference is effort to create enjoyable atmosphere to understand the crucial concepts like Lok Sabha
elections. Our primary focus is on the knowledge, with active participation in such national conferences,
students will be enriched with new ideas and emerging principles. The learning is now becomes the foundation
of our lifelong journey imbibing professional excellence.”
-

Gp. Capt. D. P. Apte (Retd.), Pro Vice-Chancellor, MIT WPU, Pune

Message from Associate Director
It is my pleasure to welcome you all at MITWPU School of Government, Pune. We are the first of its kind
institution in India and Asia with one-year full time residential political leadership training program for
young and dynamic students. For a career in Politics and Government and form the last academic year, we
have been offering two-year Post Graduate degree program in ‘Political Leadership and Government’. With
this unique concept, we bring professionalism into politics with the importance of education and training.
The institute provides much needed practical exposure on various levels and grass root understanding of
political system in India. This conference will provide the insight to students about democratic and electoral
processes in India. I wish the very best to all the participants of the conference.”
-

Prof. Dr. Shailashree Haridas, Associate Director, MITWPU-SOG, Pune

Message from Head of School
In a timely intervention, MITWPU School of Government has organized this national conference to deliberate upon the results of Lok
Sabha election 2019. The outcome of the election is significant for more than one ways. BJP’s emphatic victory has raised questions
about future of party system in India as there seems to be no countrywide opposition to the ruling party. The victory also reinforces the
fact that BJP is much ahead of electioneering tactics and use of technology in the campaigns. Other parties have to learn a lot from BJP
with this regard. The most important issue is what would be the agenda of governance for the government of Shri Narendra Modi in its
second term.
On the one hand, there are no signs of halting of economic recession and on the other hand, ruling party
has a long pending cultural agenda to implement. Hence, the next 5 years will be crucial for ordinary
Indians as everyone’s lives will probably be impacted in due course, either economically or in terms of
identity. Therefore, it is important to discuss the effect of election result on the national governance. On
behalf of School of government, I am thankful to all the participants and wishing for a fruitful outcome
from this conference.
-

Parimal Maya Sudhakar, Head of School, MITWPU-SOG, Pune

Conference Schedule
Day 1 – Friday, 21st June 2019

TIME
1000hrs Registration – Breakfast & Tea
1045hrs

Inaugural Session




1216hrs




Seed Thoughts by Shri Rahul V Karad, Executive President, MITWPU
Key Note Address by Prof. Dr. Gopal Guru, Editor, EPW
Chair: Prof. Dr. Ujjwala Barve, HoD, Department of Communication and Journalism, SPPU,
Pune
Special Lecture “Verdict 2019: How People Voted!” by Dr Sanjay Kumar, CSDS
Chair: Prof. Dr Mangesh Kulkarni, HoD, Dept of Politics and Public Administration, SPPU,
Pune

1315hrs Lunch
1416hrs

Parallel Sessions

Session 1: Electioneering in India in 21st Century

Session 2: Position and Prospects of Regional
Political Parties
Dr Rityusha Tiwary
K Vinay Kumar
Dr. Rajiv Kumar
Dr. V Lenin Kumar
Meera Gheeya
Vaibhav Nalgudwar
Swanand Galgale
Nitin Bangar
Chair: Prof. Dr. Sanjot Apte, Vice-Principal, S.P.
 Chair: Dr. Surendra Jondhale, Ex-HoD, Dept of
College, Pune
Civic & Politics, University of Mumbai
1531hrs
Joint Address by Chairpersons of Session 1 and Session 2
 Prof. Dr. Sanjot Apte, Vice-Principal, S.P. College, Pune
 Dr. Surendra Jondhale, Ex-HoD, Dept of Civic & Politics, University of Mumbai
1616hrs
Tea Break
1630hrs

Session 3: Effects and Prospective Changes in Party System in India


Dr. Dhananjay Rai
Dr Manjur Ali
Dr. Vikas Jambhulkar
Chair: Parimal Maya Sudhakar, Head of School, School of Government, MITWPU

Day 2 – Saturday, 22nd June 2019
0931hrs

Session 4
Vancheet Bahujan Aghaadee (VBA) and Future of Maharashtra Politics

Siddharth Shirole
Mahesh Sane
Vinod Ganeshpure
 Chair: Prof. Prakash Powar, Director, Yashawantrao Chavan School of Rural Development,
Shivaji University, Kolhapur
1101hrs
 Special Lecture Rules of War and Campaign War Room Strategies by Gp. Capt. D. P. Apte
(Retd.), Registrar, MITWPU, Pune
1131hrs



1231hrs
1316hrs

Special Lecture “Political and Social Impact of 2019 Mandate!” by Prof. Suhas Palshikar,
Eminent Political Scientist
Lunch Break
Session 5
Onwards to Assembly Elections
Dr Narender Kumar
Dr Pranav Kumar
Akshay Barik
Sithanand Kumar
 Chair: Dr. Surendra Jondhale, Ex-HoD, Dept of Civic & Politics, University of Mumbai
Tea Break

1446hrs
1501hrs


1631hrs



Session 6
Opportunities of Governance in the 2019 Mandate
Shri Sudarshan R
Dr Joe Thomas
Dr. Stanly Johny
Aditya Ingale
Chair: Prof. Dr Vijay Khare, Director, YC-NCISDA, SPPU, Pune
Valedictory
Valedictory Address by Dr. Narendra Jadhav, Member, Rajya Sabha and Ex-Member, Planning
Commission of India
Chair: Shri Mahesh Zagade (IAS-Retired), Ex-Commissioner, PMRDA

Inaugural Programme

World Peace Prayer

Welcome address by Dr S S Haridas

“It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you in this academic conference. Whenever we are talking about politics,
the take away are very few. When we talk about MIT, the beauty of this institution is that, it is established by
academicians with aim of value-based education. We, MIT-SOG is unique program and first of its kind in South
Asia. In this whole process, our foundation is always on electoral politics, along with the understanding of electoral
politics, we also emphasizes on functional management. In this conference, we are going to discuss every crucial
element of recent Lok Sabha election. For discussing on this exciting topic, we are blessed with galaxy of speakers
and scholars to present their views. I am eager to listen them for enriching my understanding, I again welcomed all
eminent scholars to this conference.”
-

Dr S S Haridas, Associate Director, School of Government, MITWPU, Pune
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Seed Thought
By

Shri Rahul V. Karad
Executive President, MIT World Peace University, Pune

“Youth entering into politics will change the dynamics of politics
and political culture in India. This is a major motivation behind
the MIT School of Government (SOG) conceptualizing an
academic program for political leadership development. With
persistence and hard work, we have successfully completed 14
years and we are looking beyond Pune to create such schools all
over India. At the MIT School of Government, we aim at making
the biggest democracy in the world as the strongest democracy as
well.”
– Shri Rahul V Karad

“This National Conference is a very timely initiative of MIT School of
Government. It is the first conference at the national level after
declaration of Lok Sabha election result. It is, in-deed, a glad moment to
witness gathering of academicians and psephology experts from all
across the country for this conference. As an educationist, my
expectations from academicians is to come up with clear understanding
about reasons behind people’s verdict. The conference should contribute
in strengthening democracy in India. I welcome all the delegates and
participants for this National Conference.”
– Shri Rahul V Karad
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Key Note Address
By

Prof. Dr. Gopal Guru
Editor, Economic and Political Weekly

“2019 Lok Sabha election is reflection of priority. Reflection
needs thinking. We have to reflect what kind of democracy we
want. Voting is a habit based on narrow prejudice, also people
vote for moral rationality, party which stand for poor and the
downtrodden. Habitual voters don’t go through series of
decisions as their vote already decided. We must produce the
leaders who can exclude the instrumental and habitual and
irrational voting pattern. Election has taken over a politics.
Structure generally creates its own constrains or limitations,
which is the logic of the structure. Structure needs the
government involvement to legitimize the limitations.
In 2019 election we arrived at the unresolved paradox. Do we
need additional vocabulary to understand the 2019 election or
we need new explanation? Parties’ primary interest is to
promote the common good through the participation in
election. To keep the common good we must keep the own
good aside. What is the common good? Peace, harmony, nonviolence, Friendship, dignity, equality and justice. What is the
common good for BJP and its allies? What is a common good
for opposition parties? Has it become a common good of their
own rather than public good? To achieve the common goal does
the existing model is sufficient or we need another model? We
need to discuss about question of justice. Are we talking about
justice as distributive model with fairness? Does the one person
one vote guarantee the fairness? We need Moral fairness.
People did not use moral judgment before voting. Democracy
is for human being. What kind of democracy we want to build
when there is no consideration for human being. We want to
build democracy based on dignity, self-respect mutual respect.”
– Prof. Dr. Gopal Guru

Chairperson of the Session
Prof. Dr. Ujjwala Barve,
HoD, Dept of Communication and Journalism, SPPU
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Special Lecture
Verdict 2019: How People Voted!
By

Dr. Sanjay Kumar
Director, CSDS

“The Social media and money power are the vital factors of election
campaign; but that is not the only driving force behind the victory in
election. There are many reasons behind the victory of elections, the
welfare politics is one of the reasons. There was a factor which is
above and below the caste that can be ‘hindutva’. But one need to
recognize that, there is limit to the politics which is based on caste
calculations. 2019 elections showcased that, you have to come out
with new narratives for attracting the people to your cause”.
– Dr. Sanjay Kumar

“The analysis of election in the statistical data, the many
questions arose with socio-cultural understanding. The
election results analysis took us to ask questions that, what
implication this results will do on the government? While
analyzing the election we also need to normative executive
and historical and sociological exercise; with historical and
cultural exercises. With this, we also need to ask a question
to statistical data. With all these exercises, we can produce
a richer kind of understanding of democracy and its
changing nature”.
- Prof. Dr. Mangesh Kulkarni

Chair of the Session

Prof. Dr Mangesh Kulkarni
HoD, Dept of Public Administration and Politics, SPPU, Pune
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Glimpses of Sanjay Kumar’s Presentation
Verdict 2019: Vote share of different political parties

Votes
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BJP allies
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Others

 Where did the BJP expand its social bases?
 The BJP expanded its support base enormously in Rural India.
 Retained its support base amongst urban voters.
 It further consolidated its support bases amongst its traditional voters the Upper Castes, Middle and the
Upper class voters.
 It managed to retain and expand its support bases amongst new voters which it managed to bring to its fold
in 2014, Dalits, Adivasis and the Young voters.
5

 What explains BJP’s excellent performance in UP and some other states in-spite of alliance
 Massive consolidation of Hindus
 Decline in the core support base of the SP and BSP in UP
 Yadav support for the Gathbandan declined by nearly 10% (from 70% to 60%)
 Jatav support for the Gathbandan declined by 10% (from 85% to 75%)
 Verdict of 2019: Seats won by different political parties
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 Weakness of the Opposition






Absence of a viable leadership amongst the opposition parties.
Failure of the Opposition to set the agenda of these elections,
Their inability to draw the attention of the people towards the failure of BJP government.
Negative campaign—only anti-Modi
Failure to form good alliances

 More parties did not mean decline in average victory margin, on the contrary it increased
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 Limits of Coalition Politics?
 BJP’s vote share of 50%+ in large number of states.
 Poor performance of Congress party– could not open its account in as many as 14 states.
 Vote’s share of regional parties declined significantly.
 Regional parties also needs to think of a new narrative of politics.
 Social Media did play a role in BJP victory, but its importance in BJP’s victory seems
to be over stated Social Media did play a role in BJP victory, but its importance in
BJP’s victory seems to be over stated
Degree of
Exposure to
Social Media

Voted for
Congress

Voted for
Congress Allies

Voted for BJP

Voted for BJP
Allies

No

19%

7%

36%

7%

Low
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7%
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18%
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7%

High

21%

7%

43%

6%
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Session 1

Electioneering in India in 21st Century
“To understand the change in electioneering strategies in India in the
21 century, one would have to first understand the context of Indian Party
system. The One Party dominance of the Congress Party in India in the first 25
years implied that the Party’s post-independence connect, through its
charismatic strong leadership, ensured a closed rapport with the electorate. The
strong national organization of Party offices, committed workers created the
groundwork for an ongoing dialogue with local leaders. The party leadership
was revered, respected and had a wide support base. The stratagem however,
was to widen the net of the supporters and reach out to maximum voters,
Electioneering was all about “wooing” all the voters! The shift towards use of
technology in the election process (basically made the voters into a unit of data)
has led to the collection of huge data about voters - its analysis and has led to
highly data driven campaigns. There is talk of young computer savvy bright
youngster who head backroom teams, plan ‘smart’ campaigns and use all the
web based platform like Facebook, Twitter, etc. to reach out to India’s huge
electorate. However, the dangers of the overreach of technology are being
discussed seriously. With a detailed profile of voters, it would be convenient
for political parties to “choose” the voters they would like to connect with. Also,
they would focus more on ‘the contested territories’ - on voters that matter. The
concerns with this increasing focus would need that in a socially complex
country like India- mobilization on caste and communal lines could take place
in a more subtle, (micro targeting) organized manner, increasing the
polarization. The serious problems of information overload and lately, the issue
of fake news also needs to be considered. It has been claimed/ argued that the
outcome in nearly 150 seats in the last Lok Sabha elections were determined by
the social media and if that is true, then one would have to accept the central
role of digital technology in the electioneering strategies in India in the years to
come.” – Prof. Dr. Sanjot Apte
st

Panelists
 Dr. Rityusha Tiwary
Assistant Professor, Shaheed Bhagat Singh College,
University of Delhi

 Meera Gheeya
Research Scholar, Pandit Deendayal Petrolium Unversity,
Gandhi Nagar

 K.Vinay Kumar
Assistant Professor, Maharashtra National Law University,
Aurangabad, Maharashtra

 Vibhav Nalgudvar
Participant, MPG-14,
MITWPU, Pune

School

of

Government,

Chair of the Session

Prof. Dr. Sanjot Apte
Vice-Principal, S.P. College, Pune
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“The introduction of
digital Media and internet,
have significant
importance
today’s here.
Typeinequation
political scenarios. The
introduction itself
changed the entire
communication patterns
worldwide and
revolutionized the model
of media houses.
Connecting and
conversion between social
media and traditional
media is imperative; as
per the recent study, the
result of 150
Parliamentary
constituencies, could be
decided by Facebook and
Twitter users, making the
newest vote bank which
will shape the power
politics in India”.
Meera Gheeya

“Social Media provided direct access to the people is favorite mode of communication for populist
today. The data clearly showed outreach political campaign by political parties has increased over
multiple degree. The extensive communication on social media platform leads to mounting concerns
like manipulation of the election verdict. This entire process massively enlarged the public space
which lead to polarization votes and significant impact on election verdict. This discussion let us to
understand that, the political discourses built up majoritarian nationalism and comfortable
accommodation of economic liberalism”. – Dr. Rityusha Tiwary
↑

←

“While understanding the
power politics in Andhra
Pradesh and Telegana,
the most important is that
the death of Y S
Rajashekara Reddy
captured the sentiments
of Talangana. This
sentimental affiliation
was properly captured
and utilized by KCR.
THE Andhra Pradesh
recent victory is proof
that the two page
manifesto can changed
the entire politics of the
state”.
- V. Vinay Kumar

In the 21st century, the power equations are changing rapidly. The political
discourse has dramatically
↓
shifted from ‘party centric politics’ to ‘personality centric politics’. These all the political leaders, as
seen as ‘man of development’ in the respective states. This personality cult is now emerging in the
central level of Indian politics. After 2019 elections result, we can definitely say, personality politics is
a central theme of today’s politics”. – Vibhav Nalgudvar
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Session 2

Positions and Prospects of Regional Political Parties

“Regional parties will remain as a key player in India till the regional
aspirations are fulfilled. The regional parties always faced discrimination
from the national parties and central government since their inception. In
the post-Mandal politics, the presence of non-dominant OBC community
was scattered around, which was later mobilized by the BJP. Ideology is
important in Politics. In West Bengal, TMC has failed to provide an
ideological alternative to BJP. To counter the current BJP dominance, the
regional political parties must go back to its ideological roots.
Geography impacts the politics. The formation of regional parties have
been based on region or culture or language or all of it together.

Panelists
 Dr. V Lenin Kumar
Assistant Professor, School of Government, MITWPU,
Pune

 Dr. Rajiv Kr Ranjan
Assistant Professor, Aryabhatta College, University of
Delhi

 Shri Swanand Galgale
Visiting Faculty, School of Government, MIT WPU

 Shri Nitin Bangar
Assistant Professor, Annasaheb
University of Mumbai

Vartak

College,

Shiv Sena in Maharashtra and DMK in Tamil Nadu are prime examples
of combination of identities in formation and rise of regional
parties. Identity has played important role in the early days of regional
party formation. National parties, most recently the BJP, have been
projecting the regional parties as corrupt and against the national interest.
The revival of regional parties is heavily dependent on sub regionalism
which played an essential role in the regional party formation. We need
coalition politics to strengthen the Indian federalism.
Liberal democracy is essentially a competitive politics. To sustain the
liberal democracy model, we need regional political parties and we
cannot move away from their necessity.”
– Prof. Dr. Surendra Jondhale

Chair of the Session

Prof. Dr. Surendra Jondhale
Eminent Political Scientist
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“BJP blames other parties for playing identity
politics
by
promoting
caste-based
mobilization, but in reality they also do the
same. States like Bihar, UP and at other place
BJP mobilizes the other OBC castes behind
the strong consolidation of upper castes. BJP
they did the same thing in UP, Maharashtra
and Haryana, where they mobilize the OBCs
and Dalits but promoted the upper castes in
the cabinet including to the Chief Ministers’
post. This is return to the casteism of the
dominant castes.” – Dr. Rajiv K Ranjan

“Ideology matters in politics, the parties
which deviate from its core ideology
eventually will face a down fall. In UP, Bihar
and West Bengal where the opposition parties
like SP, BSP, RJD and TMC. Which not only
deviated from their core political ideology but
they only promoted particular social or caste
groups which led to dissolution of other
social groups. This led to collapse of their
party structure.”
– Dr. V Lenin Kumar

“In India, in many states, regional parties
emerged on caste identities. These are
regional caste-based parties. For example,
Samajwadi party is considered as party of
Yadavs in U.P. while Rashtriya Janata Dal is
considered as party of Yadavs in Bihar. Thus,
a strong regional attachment could be seen
with caste assertion. In Maharashtra, the
Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi is emerging as a
multi-identity regional party, while Shiv Sena
is a dual identity based regional party, i.e. of
Marathi and Hindutva” – Nitin Bangar

“Identity is important for a regional political
party. In West Bengal, Mamata Banerjee was
saved by the Bengali sentiment in the last
phase of the election. Same for the DMK in
Tamil Nadu, which brought back is Tamil
identity in mainstream. In Maharashtra. Shiv
Sena is whipping Marathi sentiments on
employment issues and Jagan Reddy is trying
to do the same in Andhra Pradesh”
– Swanand Galgale
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Session 3

Prospective Changes in Party System in India
“In the context of India, the party system is constantly evolving. In many
terms, Indian democracy is mature, but it is yet to settle in term of party
system. The entire history of India’s political party system witnessed the
Congress system, then the emergence of regional parties based on
language, ethnicity and regional issues and emergence of another national
party which now has replaced Congress party as a national hegemon, i.e.
BJP. Now, we are witnessing an era, wherein BJP has not only replaced
Congress as a nation-wide organization but it has also established its own
Hindutva Nationalist ideology as the central project for the Indian state.
The point of discussion is whether BJP’s political hegemony is for the long
term or it’s an aberration. In 2014, many believed that it was just an
aberration. However, 2019 election reinforced the need to revisit
comparative strengths of BJP, Congress, left parties and regional players.
While BJP has created a narrative about distant and immediate past coupled
with euphoria of political victories and illusion of acche din, the non-BJP
parties have been trapped in the bygone dynamics of the past. Their
inability to rediscover themselves in the current situation is resulting into
their failure to champion their own fundamental political principles. The
more pertinent issue is ‘what is to be done to break political hegemony of
BJP in Indian Politics? A sub-question to it is which political formation is
best placed to challenge BJP’s hegemony. A combined answer to both these
questions is whoever would articulate and champion the politics of social
egalitarianism, gender rights and environmental conservation would be
able to break BJP’s political dominance.”
- Parimal Maya Sudhakar, Head of School, School of Government,
MITWPU, Pune

Panelists
 Prof. Dhananjay Rai
Assistant Professor, Central of Gujrat, Gandhi Nagar

 Dr. Vikas Jambhulkar
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science, RSTM
Nagar University

 Dr. Manjur Ali
Assistant Professor, Giri Institute of Development Studies

Chair of the Session

Parimal Maya Sudhakar
Head of School, School of Government, MITWPU, Pune
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“Right- wing’s exclusivity and contradiction is classical postulation. Savarkar’s
Hindutva gone to another state, where everything was defined with “we” and “them” or
“friend” or “enemy”. More than left, it is Right-wing that created politics of “us v/s
them”. It implies the collection of “powerful identity”. Centralist political parties in
India are more responsible for arrival of Right wing political parties in India, due to
creation of new liberalism and linking of neo-liberalism with state. We have to
understand arrival of new liberal policy when people are disassociated with public
institution, due to creation of various regulatory institutions. There is complete
disconnect in policy and polity. People are converted into consumers and idea of
empowerment is minimum government and maximum governance”
- Prof. Dhananjay Rai
“Making statement on the base of discussion, Formation of collective identity is formally been
the product of Centralist parties’ failure. In the last two elections, Maharashtra witnessed
massive shift in social base or social political engineering, like the shift of scheduled caste
population towards BJP in Maharashtra not just affected the Congress but also RPI. With the
most important thing which is binding the entire power equation is ‘local power centers’;
Congress’s rigidity and no space for new coming made significant. The emergence of VBA
and AIMIM factor, the questions remained unanswered that, how the caste consciousness is
going to converted into class consciousness”? – Dr. Vikas Jambhulkar

Perspective of OBC, Dalits and Muslims to accept ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas’ is
important because it manifests the penetration of BJP’s ideology. In UP, BJP is
most democratize party, because it gave a representation to each and every section.
When Dalits and OBC are voting to BJP, they are not voting as a voter, but as a
‘Hindu’ voters, denying the caste based identity. In UP, unlike older times, dalits
and OBC and other are, as the category, changed entirely in last few decades, so
the challenges and perspectives of electoral politics is changed on the huge level.
- Dr. Manjur
Ali
Vancheet Bahujan Aghaadee (VBA) and Future of Maharashtra
Politics
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Session 4

Vanchit Bahujan Aghaadee (VBA) and Future of Maharashtra Politics
“There are 4 significant reasons for BJP-Shiv Sena alliance’s emphatic
victory in Maharashtra in the 2019 Lok Sabha election. First of all,
availability of data of central and state government schemes’ beneficiaries
with Maharashtra CM office and BJP’s central office at Delhi. Technology
is used wisely by BJP team to connect with the families of the beneficiaries
of government schemes.
Second important reason is strategic positioning of Prime Minister’ Office
(PMO) as coordinator between common man and MLAs/MPs/Ministers.
The PMO is making sure that the Mr. Narendra Modi is having direct
contact with and feedback from common voters to avoid any kind of antiincumbency against the government.

Panelists
 Prof. Mahesh Sane
Assistant Professor, School of Government, MITWPU

 Siddharth Shirole
Elected Members, Pune Municipal Corporation

 Vinod Ganeshpure
Participant, MPG-14, School of Government, MITWPU

Thirdly, a new BJP organizational structure has been created from Panna
Pramukh to Booth Pramukh which is professionally controlled by Mr. Amit
Shah. We can say that this is a machinery that has been raised by Mr. Modi
and Mr. Shah, which is parallel but complimentary to BJP’s already
existing structure.
The fourth reason for BJP’s victory is its ability to successfully redefine
concept of Hindutva. The focus is on unhesitatingly consolidating the
Hindu votes.
It is wrong statement that congress-NCP lost because of VBA. Prakash
Ambedkar’s political platform took votes of depressed OBCs who ever BJP
voters. VBA has not taken much of the vote share of Congress-NCP. The
VBA can play significant role in assembly election as they can decide who
is going to be the ruling alliance.” – Prof. Prakash Pawar

Chair of the Session

Prof. Prakash Pawar
Director, Yashawantrao Chavan School of Rural
Development, Shivaji University, Kolhapur

15

“Devendra Fadanvis and Uddhav Thackeray are key components for Yuti, i.e. alliance.
Both leaders are aware about significance of Yuti. However, if NCP-Congress leaders
are entering into BJP-Shiv Sena in good numbers, both leaders can take a call for
contesting assembly election separately. In such a situation, it will be Do or Die
condition for Congress-NCP alliance. They are yet struggling with projection of leaders
and workers. On the other hand, VBA and MNS have larger scope to grab opportunity
to fill the space of opposition parties in the state. The upcoming assembly election is
less about who will rule the state for next five years but more about who will emerge as
opposition to BJP in the state.” - Mahesh Sane

“BJP and Shiv Sena will continue their alliance for upcoming assembly election. Devendra
Fadanvis and Uddhav Thackeray have shown political maturity in last 5 years. The seat
sharing will be based on feedback from each constituency. BJP-Sena will include other
smaller parties in the alliance. On the other hand, Congress and NCP will have to forge an
alliance as they do not have any alternative political arrangement. The VBA has an
opportunity to create a place in Maharashtra politics. The challenge for VBA is to convert
their support base in winning of seats.” – Siddharth Shirole

“Trends in Indian politics are changing rapidly. For the first time, independent India will
be having a non-Congress government for 10 continuous years. The pattern of Lok
Sabha election will continue in the upcoming state assembly elections of Maharashtra,
Haryana and Jharkhand. Even the tactic of utilizing MNS leader Raj Thackeray did not
materialize for veteran politician like Sharad Pawar. The VBA too has limited appeal
and has no agenda beyond caste identities.” – Vinod Ganeshpure
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Special Address
Rules of War and Campaign War
Room Strategies
by

Gp Capt D P Apte (Retd.)
Registrar, MITWPU, Pune

“The first principle in the war, which is exactly applicable in the election campaign, is selection and maintenance of aim. In
2014 and 2019 elections, BJP had determined aim of attaining clear majority in the parliament. The Second Principle of war
and campaign is Maintenance of Morale. To get the desired result, it is important to keep and sustain the morale of your
workforce in case of elections. Third Principle is Offensive Actions. Narendra Modi being a classic example of the one
effectively using the Offensive Strategies through which he effectively attacked his opposition. Fourth is Security. In the
election parlance, security implies securing your bases or core constituencies. BJP worked hard on securing them while the
opposition was not successful in retaining even some of their stronghold, like Amethi of Rahul Gandhi. Fifth is Surprise: In
this case, BJP was got an opportunity to in case of Balakot strike to use this surprise element. Sixth is Concentration of Force.
BJP used its workforce very effectively and strategically. Seventh is Economy of Efforts. The seventh principle flows from the
sixth in terms of optimising the work-force by effective and economic use. So, for instance, when BJP concentrated a lot of
work force in West Bengal, it however did not do so in constituencies like Pune where they expected a comfortable win. Eight
is Flexibility. In case of Chowkidar Chor Hai remark, BJP started interacting with Chowkidar directly to nullify the attack.
Ninth is Co-Operation. Co-Operation with the partners was the key for BJP in these elections. Shiv-Sena BJP alliance for
instance is a classic case – though they fought during the entire 5 years term, they ensured that they cooperate during the
elections for better results. Tenth is Sustainability: Sustainability is important to have a focused plan of action. For instance,
BJP in its campaign focussed on issues like good governance, corruption free strong and decisive government and national
security as the agendas for the campaigning as they were sure that they could sustain these points throughout the campaign.
The issues of which they were not sure, like Ayodhya, they did not touch it at all. On the contrary, the opposition which
concentrated largely of Rafael as an issue, could not sustain it and so the voters were not convinced.”
– Gp Capt D P Apte (Retd.)
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Special Lecture
Political and Social Impact of
2019 Mandate
by

Prof. Dr. Suhas Palshikar
Eminent Political Scientist

“Analyses of the factors that contributed to the handsome victory of BJP in the 2019 elections will continue to compete for
attention and popular as well as scholarly acceptance. The political spectrum, however, appears to be hopelessly divided and
oblivious to reality. If proponents of Narendra Modi have been reading in the BJP’s electoral success the role of governance,
foreign policy, anti-terror aggression and, as a footnote, the many welfare programmes implemented by the Modi government,
the anti-BJP forces continue to sulk in the argument that this victory hinged on an almost fraudulent exercise of money power
and the consequent use of image projection. Looking back at the two decades since Congress’s decline began in 1989, one
unmistakably comes across the intertwined narratives of victimhood and dominance. Collectively, and also in parts, the Indian
society has chosen to construct and nurse a sense of victimhood, of having lost the initiative, of being left behind despite the
chimera of welfare and equality on the one hand and the lures of the competitive market economy on the other. This sense of
victimhood swiftly permeated into the inter-community arena. Obviously, it could easily inflate the pre-existing mega narrative
of Hindu victimhood. The other narrative that was shaped almost simultaneously was one seeking self-assertion and
dominance. One version of this narrative revolved around the idea of “dreaming”. This involved the grand dream of India
becoming a global power but in the arena of intra-societal relations, this resulted in competitive assertion. Shifting away from
searching for soft-power assertions, this gave rise to a politics of identity and numeric claims.”
– Prof. Dr. Suhas Palshikar
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Session 5

Onwards to Assembly Elections
Panelists
 Dr. Pranav Kumar
Assistant Professor, Central University of Bihar, Gaya

 Prof. Dr. Narendra Kumar

Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

 Akshay Barik

Political Analyst, Kolkata

 Sithananda Kumar
Participant, MPG-14, MITSOG

“Today we see, two types of political competitions, the regional
parties v/s national parties and regional v/s regional parties, but
there is hopeful atmosphere now for growth of regional powers.
Particularly after post-mandal era, the significance of regional
parties affects the Indian political system. Most important
phenomena of post mandal era is the presence of non-dominant
OBCs. The ideological dilution of different regional parties makes
them even more weak and secondary. This weakness questioned
their survival and existence on the national politics. The impact of
geographical aspects and language on regional politics is greater
trends in today’s politics.
BJP’s defeat in today’s light, is only possible after addressing subnational issues. The coalition politics have inevitability of
presence of regional parties. As per my observation, BJP have
political urge to create Pan-Indian importance. We need to the
prospects and position of regional parties in the two contextsFederalism and Democracy and Liberal Democracy.
Federalism creates competitive politics. Whereas Liberal
Democracy essentially based on the political competition.

Chair of the Session

Prof. Dr. Surendra Jondhale

The most important feature of contemporary Indian politics is
significant shift and definite change from one party system to
hegemonic party system with help of majoritarian politics. In this
scenario, regional parties have to engage themselves with fight
against majoritarian politics with regional aspirations and
developmental models for sustenance.”

Eminent Political Scientist

– Dr. Surendra Jondhale
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90% of Bihar’s electorate is rural and depend on agriculture. The
‘Bhagalpur Riots’ is a crucial and important event which changed the
Bihar Politics entirely. The Congress downfall and rise of mandal
politics began immediately after the Bhagalpur riots. BJP is trying very
hard to undo mandalization of politics and upcoming assembly election
will perhaps be the last chance for it to bring Bihar’s politics under
Hindutva flag. After Congress rule, Lalu raj and Nitish sarakar, will it be
the Hindutva in Bihar? - Dr. Pranav Kumar

In West Bengal, the Leftist parties attached more importance to ‘Class
Consciousness’ rather than ‘Caste Consciousness’. Mamata Banerjee’s
TMC casted itself in the regional colors. BJP is exploiting the caste and
communal fault-lines in the state that were idle for a long time. Support
from central government and enthusiasm for Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership are added advantage for BJP that has already made
the upcoming assembly election battle interesting and intense. Akshay Barik

After the partition from great Punjab, Haryana politics has always
been prominently dominated by Jats. Now, even if, the Congress
and JJP come together to fight the upcoming Assembly elections, it
is going to be difficult to win the election given the nationalistic
twist that BJP has given to state’s politics. The Chautala family as
well as Congress party are divided house in themselves, which is a
matter of comfort for BJP in Haryana. - Dr. Narender Kumar

Regionalism is evergreen topic in Indian politics. But, today, Tamil
Nadu is witnessing the political renaissance, which will change the
contours of regionalism in the state forever. BJP is a force in the
state that no regional party could afford to ignore. BJP’s presence
has brought in a nationalistic flavor to regional politics in the state.
In Tamil Nadu, the future belongs to alliance of a national and
regional party. Even success of DMK alliance in the Lok Sabha
should be seen in this context. - Sithananad Kumar
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Session 6

Opportunities of Governance in 2019 Mandate

“Today, we understood many facets of important issues of geo-politics,
national security, SDGs and implications on it of the mandate of 2019 Lok
Sabha election. These issues are important and crucial in contemporary era.
But when we talk about mandate or government, presently the world has
shifted from geo-politics to geo-economics. With this huge change, there
is paradigm shift in national security or understanding of national security.
When we take example to USA, there is threat to their trade, they observe
this threat as threat to national security. In the case of Pakistan, when there
is threat to their religion, it becomes threat to their national security. But in
India, we never have this perspectives. Due to these changes, today
defining ‘national security’ and ‘nationalism’ is difficult task for common
man due to interchangeability and interconnection. This is main task in
front of academia that they need to teach proper definition to understand
national security and nationalism. Post Lok Sabha election 2019, challenge
before the government, civil society and academia is to have constant
dialogue with each other. What are the problems for all of them to talk to
each other instead of via the media? Whether lack of dialogue is due to lack
of trust? Whether lack of dialogue is because all parties have fired up their
positions to such an extent that firmness has turned into rigidity? Politics
and constitution are organic things. Rigidity has no place in organic
processes. Rigidity of style and substance kills the dynamism required for
dialogue and arriving at the common minimum ground for everyone. The
real challenge for governance is to bring everyone on equal page for
discussion to create consensus. Mandate in a democracy involves
responsibility to construct a consensus.” - Dr. Prof. Vijay Khare

Panelists
 Shri. Sudarshan R
Deputy Director, India Foundation, New Delhi

 Dr. Joey Thomas
Assistant Professor, MIT WPU

 Stanly Johny
Editor, Foreign Affairs, the Hindu, Chennai

 Aditya Ingle
Participant, MPG-14, School of Government, MIT

Chair of the Session

Prof. Dr. Vijay Khare
Director, YC-NCISDA, SPPU, Pune
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“In India, we always talk about internal
and external security but monetary
assistance to these security services is
pathetic. India is not just failing in the
monetary efforts but also failing in
provision of other necessary equipment.
From 2014, we witnessed increase in
budget for security. But India is yet to
achieve a lot in the security management.”
- Aditya Ingle
↑

“Our ruling party with its recent membership
drive becomes a single largest political party in
world. On the wailing of majoritarianism, the fact
→ is majoritarianism is not at all presented on village
level. There is no test of patriotism for anyone to
everyday. When we consider the scenario, my
freedom stops where ‘no’ starts. With the private
venturing, bureaucracy is totally strengthen.
Today politics is not charity, in this either you
perform or perish.”
- Sudarshan R

“In Geo-politics, the geography is your
destiny. So you have to formulate your
policies according to your geographical
realities. This principle strongly present in
recent events like after Doklam issue, India
and China are maintaining the restrain.
Today we not just needed ‘Neighborhood
First policy’ but we need ‘Peaceful
Neighborhood First policy’.”
- Stanly Johny

“In the BJP Manifesto, they put 75 points which
are classified into 15 areas. Health is always
important aspect of Modi’s government, but in
the climate action, they are under presented. The
entire BJP manifesto is muted section.
Internationally, India is not yet behaving like
member in UNSC. This manifesto gives us
indications that what we can expect; we will
←
what will happen is still mystery.”
- Dr. Joe Thomas
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Valedictory
by

Dr. Narendra Jadhav
Member of Parliament and Ex-Member, Planning Commission of India

“Indian Democracy is changing along with entire universal
democratic structure. But before firing up about the negatives of
Indian democracy, we should appreciate us for not only
accepting the democracy but also sustaining flourishing as the
democracy. Dr. Ambedkar once said that, the political
democracy is what we achieve but this political democracy is
going survive with the social and economic democracy only.
The true strength of our country is diversity but, with changing
scenarios, this change is permanent or temporary? And if it is
permanent, that what are implications of this change, is only
thing to observe and analyze.”
- Dr. Narendra Jadav
“I congratulates MIT-WPU for taking this ‘holy cow’ into the discussion. It’s not
just India, it’s a picture of entire globe that democracy is rapidly changing. It not a
democracy that we conceptualize 2500 years ago. It is not classical democracy
anymore. Now globally, democracy is on the slot by money, muscle and media
power which masked the fundamentals of democracy. The fundamentals of
democracy in entirety changing due to this ever-changing powers. Indian democracy
need to consider issue of economic differences in population. We as party system is
1
1
totally failed to make that standard. Population made aware and sensitive about
entire and true picture of democracy.”
- Shri. Mahesh Zagade

Chair of Valedictory Programme

Shri Mahesh Zagade
Ex-Commissioner, PMRDA
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